What is an Amphibian?
Have you ever wondered what makes an animal an amphibian?  Here are some characteristics that can help you tell the difference between amphibians and other groups of animals.
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SKELETON:  Amphibians are some of the oldest living 




vertebrates on the planet.  Amphibians have an endo-




skeleton or internal skeleton like mammals and birds.  





SKIN: Most amphibians have moist, smooth and slippery



skin.  Some secrete mucous through their skin which 





makes them slimy.  Other amphibians like toads have dry bumpy skin.  One thing that all amphibians have in common is that they don’t have scales as a part of their skin.  
FEET: Amphibian’s feet are covered with skin and have no claws on them.  
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BREATHING: 

Amphibians begin their lives with gills.  As most 

amphibians develop into adults they lose their gills

and develop lungs.  There are some exceptions.  

Some amphibians, like the mudpuppies and mole 

salamander, keep their gills their entire life.  Once 

amphibians develop lungs, they will spend most of 

their time on land instead of in the water.  

BODY TEMPERATURE:

Amphibians are ectotherms.  An ectotherm is another word for a “cold blooded” animal or an animal whose body temperature changes with the temperature of its environment.  This condition is completely different than what we see in birds and mammals which are called endotherms or “warm blooded” organisms.  Endotherms keep a constant body temperature no matter what the temperature of their surroundings is.  
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EGGS AND YOUNG:
Amphibians lay their eggs in an aquatic (water) 
environment like a pond, large-long lasting puddles, 

swamps and sometimes even your swimming pools 

if left untreated.  The eggs of an amphibian are 

soft and require moisture to survive.  They are not

protected by any type of hard shell.  
What is a Reptile?
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Have you ever wondered what makes an animal a reptile?  Here are some characteristics that can help you tell the difference between reptiles and other groups of animals.  

SKELETON:  
Reptiles are vertebrates and contain an endo-
skeleton.  An endoskeleton is an internal skeleton

system.  

SKIN: 
Reptiles have dry skin that contains scales on it.  Some reptiles like lizards have very small scales while others like turtles have very large scales called “scutes”.  No reptiles have slimy skin like frogs and salamanders do.  
FEET:

Reptiles have claws on their feet which help them capture their prey, dig holes in the ground for building nests and laying eggs, climbing trees and logs and fighting with other reptiles.  There is one group of reptiles that does not contain feet and that of course is the snakes.  

BREATHING:

Reptiles are born with lungs and have lungs throughout their entire lives.  Because reptiles always have lungs they spend a majority of their lives on land.  Even if reptiles are in the water they have to surface to breathe air.  
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BODY TEMPERATURE:







Reptiles are ectotherms.  Ectotherms are also 







called “cold blooded” animals.  Ectotherms 





         can’t
control their body temperatures.  A 







reptile’s body temperature will change with 







the temperature of it’s surroundings.  

EGGS AND YOUNG:

Reptiles either produce hard shelled eggs or give 
birth to live young.  The reptiles that lay eggs do so

on dry land because reptile eggs don’t require 

moisture.    
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