Pennsylvania’s “BIG GAME” Animals:
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1. WHITETAIL DEER

The whitetail deer gets its name from the fact that the underside of its tail is white and when a deer runs it often holds its tail up making the white visible.  Whitetails are mammals that belong to the Cervidae family which include elk, moose, caribou, and mule deer.  Adult male deer grow and shed a set of antlers each year.  The whitetail deer is the official state animal of Pennsylvania.  

Development: Does (female deer) in PA have an average of 1-3 offspring a year.  Baby deer, or fawns as they are called, are born in May or June with white spots on their upper coat which serve as camouflage when the fawn lays motionless on the forest floor.  Fawns are also born scent free and their mothers help keep them clean so predators such as coyotes and bears can’t detect them.  A male deer, or buck, will grow a visible set of antlers when it is 1 ½ years old.  
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Diet: Deer are herbivores meaning they eat only plant material.  Food preferences for deer depend on the area and the time of year.  All deer are considered “browsers” which means they eat leaves, buds, and twigs off trees and shrubs.  But deer also eat acorns, beechnuts, apples, pears, corn, soybeans and many other plant products.  

Habitat: Whitetail deer are very adaptable.  That means they can survive prosper in most environments.  Whitetails prefer forests and farmlands that provide them with good food and cover.  Whitetail deer also prosper in the thick woods around swamps and other wetlands as well.  
Importance of Deer: Whitetail deer are the most widely hunted animal in the state.  Approximately 1 million hunters enter Pennsylvania’s woods each year targeting this animal.  Not only is the whitetail deer important to hunters and wildlife viewers but it is a major economical asset to our Pennsylvania economy.  A lot of money is spent each year in small rural communities throughout the state by hunters and wildlife watchers interested in Pennsylvania’s whitetail deer herd.  
Population:  The population of whitetail deer in Pennsylvania has significantly decreased over the past decade in an attempt to help young trees in our forests regenerate.  The current population is somewhere around 500,000 deer statewide.
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2. BLACK BEAR

The black bear, or Ursas americanus, may be Pennsylvania’s most elusive big game animal to hunt.  Even though the black bear population in Pennsylvania continues to grow, a lot of people may never see a bear in the wild their entire lives.  Black bear are the most common species of bear in North America and the only species in Pennsylvania.  Some bears may appear a cinnamon-brown or even a blond color but that is only a genetic trait and the bear is still a black bear species.

Development:
Female bears give birth to 1-5 cubs with 3 being the average in Pennsylvania.  Cubs are born in the den during January or February (the middle of winter) and weigh less than a pound.  They nurse off their mothers while still in the den for about 2 months.  When the mother and cubs emerge the cubs are already a couple months old and have a much better chance of survival.  Male black bears, also called boars, can grow well over 600 lbs and even in excess of 800 lbs.  Females, called sows, are generally smaller weighing it between 100-200 lbs.  Black bears in the wild have been reported to live for up to 25 years.  
Diet: Black bears are classified as omnivores which mean they will eat both plant and animal material.  During the spring months after bears come out of their dormant period they feed very heavily on grasses and then [image: image4.png]


progress to fruits and berries in the summer and foods like acorns and beechnuts and corn in the fall.  Bears will also eat insects like termites, small animals including deer and they will even spend some time rummaging through a dumpster or landfill.  Bears have relatively poor eyesight so they rely on their excellent sense of smell to find most of their food.
Habitat: Bears primarily live in thick forested areas of the mountains and swamps throughout most of Pennsylvania where there is food nearby.  The most populated area of Pennsylvania for black bears is in the mountains of central and eastern PA.  Bears range over large areas and will travel miles in a day to look for food or even a mate.  Because bears have large ranges, their habitat is constantly being threatened by new roads, vacation homes and the expansion of towns and cities.  
Population:  Pennsylvania has one of the largest and healthiest bear populations in the entire United States.  The estimated population of black bear in Pennsylvania is around 15,000.  Every fall 2,000 to 4,000 bear are harvested by hunters.  The number of bear harvested by hunters is usually replaced each year by cubs that are born in the spring.  
3. Eastern Wild Turkey: 
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The wild turkey is a shy, permanent resident of Pennsylvania’s woods and mountains.  Turkeys have long been important to man in North America.  Indians hunted them for food, some natives even domesticated them and they became a steady food source for the white settlers.  Benjamin Franklin even wanted the turkey to be our national emblem. The Eastern Wild Turkey didn’t have an easy road to get where it is today.  Unregulated hunting, large scale timbering of our forests and cultivating the land into farm fields nearly eliminated the turkey from Pennsylvania in the early 1900’s.  Luckily with the formation of the PA Game Commission and the effort of conservation groups improving and protecting habitat for turkeys the population began to rebound.   

Development:  Wild turkeys usually breed in April in Pennsylvania.  Males, called “gobblers”, “jakes” or “toms” begin gobbling and strutting or showing off in fields usually early in the morning to attract the females or “hens”.  One dominate gobbler may mate with several hens per year.  The hen will build a nest on the ground and lay an egg almost every day until her nest contains 8-15 eggs.  The baby turkeys or poults as they are called hatch in May and are often easy prey for predators like foxes, coyotes, bobcats and raccoons. 

Diet:  Turkeys are omnivores.  They eat a variety of plant material including seeds, nuts, vegetables, leaves and roots along with insects such as grasshoppers, beetles, snails and slugs.  When a turkey eats a nut such as an acorn it straightens its neck to swallow it and the nut is stored in the crop of the turkey.  The crop is a flexible bag where juices and body heat help soften the shell.  Then the nut passes into the gizzard which is a thick-walled section of the food canal which contains small stones and gravel called grit.  Strong muscles in the turkey’s digestive tract use the grit to grind up the acorn.
Habitat:  Turkeys prefer mature forests (full grown trees) with adequate water sources and grassy openings.  A flock of turkeys (which may contain up to 40 birds) will utilize up to 1000 acres of land to meet their needs.  Everyday expanding towns and new roads cut into Pennsylvania’s limited wildlife habitat.  Luckily there are conservation groups like the National Wild Turkey Federation and private landowners working hard to protect the habitat of the Eastern Wild Turkey and other wildlife in Pennsylvania.  
Population:  As mentioned earlier in the article the population of wild turkey in Pennsylvania was in great danger in the early 1900’s.  The turkey population statewide fell below 5,000 and with turkeys being sold at that time for a mere 6 cents apiece and no regulations on hunting the outlook was grim.  Today the population of wild turkey in PA is stable with the state containing an estimated 250,000 wild turkey while at the same time hunters are able to pursue and harvest these magnificent animals.  
Behavior / Characteristics:  Turkeys are tough animals to hunt.  They have excellent vision including the ability to see in color along with a good sense of hearing. Turkeys can fly at speeds up to 40 mph but most often rely on their quick feet to escape danger in the forests.  
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4. Elk
Before white settlers arrived in Pennsylvania the Eastern Elk lived throughout the state and in nearby states like New York.  By 1867 wild elk had been eliminated from the state by unregulated hunting.  Today a small herd of elk still exists in north central Pennsylvania.  The herd that remains are descendants of Rocky Mountain Elk which were brought to PA in the early 1900’s when elk populations in Yellowstone National Park became over-crowded.  Like whitetail deer Elk are members of the cervidae or deer family.  They are the second largest member of this family next to the moose.

Development:  A female elk, called a cow, gives birth to usually one calf elk in May or June.  The calf begins to grow by nursing off its mother and eating available vegetation.  Throughout the summer the calf will grow and stay with its mother and they may join with others cow elk and their calves to form small herds.  As the elk grow the males, or bull elk, will grow a large set of antlers that sweep backwards on their head each year.  Typically the older the elk gets the larger the antlers grow.  Elk in Pennsylvania have the potential to live up to 20 years.  Elk in PA die from disease, old age, legal hunting, poaching and vehicle collisions as the population grows and spreads.  
[image: image9.jpg]


Diet:  Elk are primarily grazers which means they feed heavily on grasses.  When grasses are unavailable elk will begin to browse or eat twigs, buds, bark and leaves from trees.  Elk living in Pennsylvania will also feed heavily on agricultural crops like corn and soy beans which can cause large financial losses for farmers.  
Habitat:  Elk are attracted to forest clear cuts, strip-mines that have been re-soiled and re-vegetated, grassy meadows, open stream bottoms, and agricultural fields.  These open grasslands and fields are typically next to large sections of forests where the elk can feed and run to for cover.  

Population:  Considering that the original population of elk had been eliminated from our state in the mid to late 1800’s, the reintroduction and management of our “new” herd of elk appears to be going well.  The PA Game Commission estimates today that we have approximately 700 wild elk in the state, mostly concentrated in north-central Pennsylvania in Elk and Cameron counties.  
Elk as a Problem?  Most outdoor enthusiasts are well…..enthusiastic about having such a large, majestic wild animal like an elk once again roaming our forests of Pennsylvania.  But not everyone is totally on board with the re-introduction of elk back to Pennsylvania.  Many farmers have experienced large financial losses due to the growing herds of elk helping themselves to the farmers’ crop fields.  This conflict between farmers and the elk has been the largest obstacle in the re-introduction process.  Crop damage due to elk has resulted in elk being trapped and relocated and even shot by the farmers. 
PA BIG GAME ANIMALS REVIEW.

1. Whitetail deer belong to the _________________ family which also includes ________, moose, 

    caribou and mule deer.
2. Besides having _________  _______ for camouflage, whitetail fawns are also born ___________ 
   free to help avoid detection from predators.
3. Whitetail deer are _________________ meaning they eat only _____________ material.
4. Whitetail deer are the most widely ______________ animal in PA.  
5. The population of whitetail deer in Pennsylvania has significantly ____________ over the past 
    decade.
6. Some bears may appear a ____________________ or even a __________________ color but that is only a genetic trait and the bear is still a ____________ bear species.
7. Black bear ________ are born during the middle of _______________ and weigh less than a pound.
8. Black bears in the ________ have been reported to live for up to ______ years.  
9. Bears have relatively poor ___________________ so they rely on their excellent sense of 

     __________ to find most of their food.
10. The estimated population of black bear in Pennsylvania is around _____________ bears.  
11. Unregulated ___________, large scale _______________ of our forests and _______________ the 

      land into farm fields nearly eliminated the turkey from Pennsylvania in the early 1900’s.
12. Male turkeys, called “_____________”, “jakes” or “toms” begin gobbling and strutting or 

      showing off in fields usually early in the morning to attract the females or “___________”.
13. When a turkey eats a nut such as an ___________ it straightens its neck to swallow it and the nut is 

      stored in the ___________ of the turkey.  
14. Then the nut passes into the __________________ which is a thick-walled section of the 

      food canal which contains small _________ and gravel called grit used to grind up the nut and 

      its shell.  
15. Luckily there are ___________________ groups like the National Wild Turkey Federation 

      and private ___________________ working hard to protect the habitat of the Eastern Wild 

      Turkey and other wildlife in Pennsylvania.  
16. Turkeys are tough animals to hunt.  They have excellent ______________ including the 

      ability to see in ________________ along with a good sense of hearing.
17. By 1867 wild elk had been ______________ from the state by unregulated  _________________.  
18. The elk herd that remains are descendants of _____________  ______________ Elk which were 

      brought to PA in the early 1900’s when elk populations in ___________________ National 

      Park became over-crowded.  
19. Elk are primarily ____________________ which means they feed heavily on ____________.  
20. Many ________________ have experienced large financial losses due to the growing herds of elk helping themselves to the farmers’ __________ fields.  
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.lincolnmaine.us/images/Buck-&-Doe.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.dennismcgraw.com/images/whitetail-buck.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://oldebulldogge.envy.nu/black_bear_bw_drawing.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://yampavalley.info/media/ag_and_envir/tn_loysehinkle.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���











� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.dnr.sc.gov/regs/images/Turkeypic.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.bear-tracker.com/images/turkeytrailpattern.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.bear-tracker.com/images/turkey.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.dennismcgraw.com/images/elk-profile-drawing.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���























