II. Pennsylvania’s “SMALL GAME” Animals:

In addition to Pennsylvania’s four big game animals (whitetail deer, black bear, elk and eastern wild turkey), the keystone state offers a variety of small game animals for wildlife viewers and hunters to pursue as well.  Small game animals play a large role in our deciduous forest ecosystem here in PA.  Not only do small game animals add to the biodiversity of our state’s forests, but many small game animals are also prey for larger predators in Pennsylvania like coyotes, foxes, bobcats and hawks.  
1. Squirrels 
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Most people who live in PA are familiar with the gray squirrel because the live in both towns and rural areas of forest.  Even though the gray squirrel is our most common species of squirrel in Pennsylvania, it’s not the only species of squirrel found here.  Three other species of squirrels are also native to Pennsylvania.  They are the red squirrel (sometimes called the pine squirrel), the fox squirrel and the flying squirrel.  The flying squirrel is found up in the mountains and is our only nocturnal squirrel in PA.  Flying squirrels don’t really fly either; instead they glide through the air as they leap from tree to tree in our forests.  Fox squirrels are Pennsylvania’s largest squirrel and are commonly found in park areas with large trees and open spaces.  
All squirrels are members of the rodent family and the four different species we have in PA don’t breed with one another.  Squirrels are beneficial to our forests because they bury nuts such as acorns, beechnuts and hickory nuts and forget about some of them resulting in continual growth and dispersal of different species of trees in the forests.   The population of squirrels depends on food availability, condition of habitat, severity of the winter weather and number of predators.  Squirrels are the most widely hunted small game animal in Pennsylvania.  
2. Ruffed Grouse: 
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The ruffed grouse has been Pennsylvania’s state bird since 1931 and its beauty is admired by both hunters and non-hunters alike.  Grouse are heavy bodied ground feeding birds related to the pheasant, turkey and quail.  Grouse populations in Pennsylvania’s woods vary and depend on the habitat that is present.  Grouse prefer areas with thick ground cover rather than the mature forests with bare forest floors.  Therefore areas that have been recently logged out, called clear-cuts, offer the best habitat for grouse because ground cover plants dominate the area with the abundance of sunlight that is now able to reach the ground.  Grouse are beautiful looking game birds and make good table fare as well.  The male grouse are also popular for the “drumming” sound that males make during mating season to attract females.  A male grouse will drum as it struts back and forth on a log trying to attract a mate.  
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3. Ring-neck Pheasant 
When organisms enter one ecosystem from another ecosystem they usually cause some type of problem for the native species that already live there.  In rare cases the imported species, called invasive species, actually fit into their new ecosystem rather nicely; like in the case of the ring-necked pheasant.  The ring-neck pheasant is native to Asia but has become a popular game bird for hunters and many of Pennsylvania’s [image: image4.jpg]


predators as well. 
The ring-neck thrives in farming regions of the Midwest and Northeast.  The male pheasants are beautifully colored with a mixture of red, green, brown and black while the females are much duller in appearance to better camouflage their nest of eggs or young.  The first successful pheasant introduction to North America took place in Oregon in 1881.  The PA Game Commission began stocking pheasants in Pennsylvania in 1915.  Today many sportsman clubs and private groups raise pheasants for their enjoyment and release in Pennsylvania. 
4.  Eastern Cottontail Rabbit: 
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The cottontail rabbit is one of our most popular small game animals in Pennsylvania and also one of the most important animals in our deciduous forest food chain.  The cottontail rabbit is classified as a keystone species because of its great importance in holding together the food web for its ecosystem.  Cottontails are strictly herbivores and have a legendary love for leafy greens and garden vegetables.  The Eastern Cottontail a major food source for many other types of wildlife such as coyotes, foxes, bobcats, hawks and owls.  The cottontail population can usually withstand the pressure of predators because females give birth usually 4 times a year and average 5 young per litter.  Habitat has more influence on the rabbit population than anything else.  Cottontails prefer a habitat that provides them with thick ground cover such as swamps, wood thickets, fence rows, briar patches, weedy fields and brush piles.  Many sportsmen like to hunt cottontails using beagles which are trained to chase the rabbits in a big circle back to the hunters. 
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5. The Snowshoe Hare:
The snowshoe hare may resemble the Eastern Cottontail but it is not a true rabbit.  A hare’s digestive tract differs from that of a true rabbit and the young hares are born much more developed than the blind hairless baby rabbits.  The name snowshoe describes the hare’s oversized furry hind feet which allow it run atop the deep snow.  The most noticeable feature of the snowshoe hare is its ability to change from a gray-brown color to all white for winter camouflage.  The snowshoe hare is also a herbivore depending mostly on green leafy material in the spring and summer and switching to twigs and bark of various trees in the winter.     
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6. Other Small Game Animals:
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There are a few other animals classified as small game in Pennsylvania.  Some of them include animals that have been hunted for a long time while others are relatively new seasons to control growing populations. They include the woodcock, which is a migratory bird with big eyes and a bill that looks too long for its body.  Woodcocks are sometimes called timber-doodles, night partridge or mud-snipe.  Bobwhite quails are another bird species that are often pursued by Pennsylvania hunters.  The Bobwhite quail is small bird that is a permanent resident of Pennsylvania that does well in brushy abandoned fields.  Porcupines, woodchucks (groundhogs), doves, crows, and starlings are also Pennsylvania animals classified as small game with open hunting seasons as well. 
PA Small Game Animals Questions:
1. Not only do small game animals add to the _________________ of our state’s forests, but many small game animals are also prey for larger ___________________ in Pennsylvania like coyotes, foxes, bobcats and hawks. 

2.  Even though the _______________ squirrel is our most common squirrel in Pennsylvania, it’s not the only _____________ of squirrel found here.
3. Three other species of squirrels are also native to Pennsylvania.  They are the ________ squirrel (sometimes called the pine squirrel), the ________ squirrel and the _______ squirrel.  
4. Squirrels are beneficial to our forests because they bury _________ such as acorns, beechnuts and hickory nuts and forget about some of them resulting in continual _______________ and ______________ of different species of trees in the forests.

5. The ___________  __________ has been Pennsylvania’s state ___________ since 1931 and its beauty is admired by both ___________ and non-hunters alike.  

6. Grouse prefer areas with thick __________  __________ rather than the mature forests with ___________ forest floors.  

7. The male grouse are also popular for the “_________________” sound that males make during ________________ season to attract females.

8. The ring-neck pheasant is native to ____________ (which officially classifies it as an ___________ species) but has become a popular game bird for hunters and many of Pennsylvania’s _______________ as well.
9. The male pheasants are beautifully ________________ with a mixture of red, green, brown and black while the females are much ______________ in appearance to better __________________ their nest of eggs or young.  

10. The cottontail rabbit is classified as a _______________ species because of its great importance in holding together the ___________  _________ for its ecosystem.
11. The cottontail population can usually withstand the pressure of __________________ because females give birth usually _____ times a year and average ______ young per litter. 

12.  __________________ has more influence on the rabbit population than anything else.  

13. Many __________________ like to hunt cottontails using ____________________ which are trained to chase the rabbits in a big circle back to the hunters. 

14. The snowshoe hare may resemble the ___________  ___________ but it is not a true _________________.

15.  Name 5 other small game animals available to hunt in Pennsylvania’ Woods.
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