South Mountain Park’s

Deer Dilemma
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South Mountain Park is an 850 acre multiple use park in Allentown, PA which just so happens to be the town that you live in and currently hold the position of mayor.  As mayor it is your job to make final decisions that are in the best interest of your town’s people.  The park has several soccer fields, a baseball complex, and a 6-acre lake used for fishing and canoeing.  There is a nice picnic area adjacent to the lake.  Nature trails exist around the lake and the upper end of the lake is composed of a small wetland that is very popular for bird watching. Many rare and endangered birds visit the park because it has a large diversity of plants.  Approximately 600 acres of the park is wooded and seldom used by people except cross-country skiers in the winter.  The park is bordered on the southern and eastern side by housing developments.  To the west lies a couple of the last remaining farms in the area.  The Lehigh River forms the northern boundary of the park.  

Residents of the housing developments, along with Frank Derrick, one of the neighboring farmers, have petitioned the town council (which you as mayor are a part of and leader of) to do something about the increasing deer population in the park.  Currently no hunting is allowed in the park but that decision can be changed by the mayor and town council.  Mr. Derrick does allow hunting on his property but complains that once hunting season starts the deer simply move into 

the park to avoid hunters. This has caused Mr. Derrick to resort to using out of season “nuisance animal permits” to shoot the deer at night while they are eating his corn and other crops.  

Mr. Derrick does not like this option but feels he must shoot the deer to decrease crop damage and the amount of money he is losing because of the deer.  The residents of the local housing developments have tried everything from expensive fencing and repellants to feeding the deer in order to keep the deer away from gardens, flowerbeds and away from the busy roads nearby.  Many residents are fed up and ready to use lethal tactics (killing the deer somehow). However the deer issue has divided the local community and even the town as a whole.  Arguments of what to do with the deer are breaking out all over town.  Some residents like the deer and tolerate the damage they do to their properties.  They feel the deer were there first and have a right to live in the park.  Many park visitors do not want the deer harmed in any way because they enjoy seeing the herds of deer when they visit the park.  

The town council has called a public meeting to listen to the concerns of the town’s people and ultimately make a decision on what to do about the issue.  State laws do not prevent hunting in the park and that option is being suggested by many of the local hunters who live in town.  Many of the residents who live in houses that border the park strongly oppose (are against) gun hunting in the park because stray hunting bullets hit three houses in town last year.  During the meeting many local people speak – a summary of what they said at the meeting is on the opposite side of this page.  Before you move on draw yourself a map of the park as you visualize it from what you read in the first paragraph (labeling the wooded area, sports fields, pond, housing developments, farms, river, etc.) at the bottom of this sheet to help visualize the situation.  You may use symbols of your choice to label the park.
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